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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-30 are being examined. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 10 recites, 
"...image record, the at least..." The word 'the' appears to be a typo. For the purpose 
of examination, Examiner interprets the word 'the' to be 'or'. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Group 1 : Claims 1-22 are drawn to a method for determining an image 
delivery format in response to a request and sending the image to the 
requester in 709, subclass 246. 

II. Group 2: Claims 23-30 are drawn to a system for storing image 
information in certain formats for retrieval in class 709, subclass 203. 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. Invention I has a separate utility such as in a method 
for determining the appropriate image format to send to the recipient according to the 
capability of the recipient. Invention II has a separate utility such as in a system for 
storing image formats for retrieval by requesting client. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

These inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, and the search 
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required for each Group is different and not co-extensive for examination purpose. For 
example, the searches for the two inventions would not be co-extensive because these 
groups would require different searches on PTO's classification class and subclass as 
following: 

(a) Group I search (claims 1-17) would require use of search Class 709, 
subclass 246. 

(b) Group II search (claims 18-36) would require use of search Class 709, 
subclass 203. 

A telephone call was conducted with Mr. Jose Gutman, the applicant's 
representative, on February 28, 2005 to address the possibility of a restriction election. 
The applicant selected group II without traverse. 

Claims 23-30 are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claims 1-22 are now presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

On February 28, 2005, the applicant informed the Examiner the information 
disclosure statement filed 6/26/01 is incorrectly filed. The applicant re-filed the 
corrected copy of IDS on 2/28/05 via fax. Therefore, the IDS filed on 6/26/01 was not 
considered and the corrected copy is initialized and attached herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-15 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lee et al, 6,779,040 (Lee hereafter). 

As per claims 3 and 13, A system comprising: at least one networked device 
(104, fig. 1; col. 4, lines 31-32; client computer is a network device); and a content 
server for delivering content information to the at least one networked device (102, fig. 
1; col. 4, line 42-46; server provides image content to client devices), the content server 
including: a first memory for storing at least one of an image delivery parameter and an 
image presentation parameter associated with a networked device (col. 4, lines 11-15; 
server stores user device's capabilities and preferences associated with the images 
stored on the device); a network interface for communicating with a network link 
communicatively coupled with the at least one networked device (network interface is 
an inherent component of a network device); a controller, communicatively coupled to 
the first memory and to the network interface (controller is an inherent component of 
server device); and a second memory, communicatively coupled to the controller, for 
storing computer instructions for the controller to control the content server for (also 
inherent component of server device for processing client requests): receiving a request 
for delivery of content information to the at least one networked device, the content 
information comprising image information (col. 4, lines 18-23; server receives requests 
from client for image data); and determining, based on at least one of an image delivery 
parameter and an image presentation parameter associated with the at least one 
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networked device, an image format for the image information for delivery of the image 
information to the at least one networked device and for presentation of the image 
information at the at least one networked device (col. 4, lines 18-23; upon receiving the 
image request from a client, the server retrieves the image file and determines the 
format of the image file according to the client's capabilities or preferences to be 
delivered to the client); and providing a response for the request, the response 
comprising at least a portion of the image information in the image format (col. 4, lines 
25-28; server then sends the image response to the client). 

Claims 1 , 2, 7 and 9 recite similar limitations as claims 3 and 13 and therefore 
rejected by similar rationale as those claims. 

As per claim 1 1 , Lee discloses a method comprising the steps of: storing at least 
one of an image delivery parameter and an image presentation parameter associated 
with a networked device; receiving a request for delivery of information to the networked 
device, the information comprising displayable image information (see claims 3 and 13 
rejection); determining available image formats for the displayable image information 
(col. 2, lines 35-41 ; server determines from a plurality of different image formats to send 
to requesting client); and selecting one of the available image formats, based at least in 
part on the at least one of an image delivery parameter and an image presentation 
parameter, for delivery to and presentation at the networked device (col. 2, lines 35-41 ; 
after determining from a plurality of image formats, the server selects a best matching 
version of the image data based on the user's capabilities and sends the image 
response to the client). 
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As per claim 4, Lee teaches couple the response to the network interface, the 
response being destined for reception by the networked device (col. 4, lines 25-28; 
server sends response to client device). 

As per claims 5-6, Lee teaches the second memory includes computer 
instruction for the controller to control the server system to: receive, along with the 
request, the at least one of the image delivery parameter and the image presentation 
parameter associated with the networked device (col. 4, lines 13-18); and store the at 
least one of the image delivery parameter and the image presentation parameter in the 
first memory (col. 4, lines 13-18; server receives user preferences and capabilities along 
with the request from the user device; server also stores user preferences and 
capabilities for future reference); server receives the request from one of the networked 
device and another requester device (inherent from disclosed invention; server is 
capable to receive and process plurality of requests from plurality of clients). 

As per claims 8, 10, 12, and 14, Lee teaches the step of providing a response for 
the request, the response comprising at least a portion of the displayable image 
information in the image format; and sending the file to a network interface, the file 
being destined for reception by the networked device (col. 4, lines 25-28; server sends 
image response to user's device). 

As per claim 15, Lee teaches the first memory comprises a first database for 
storing records containing image delivery parameters and image presentation 
parameters associated with the at least one networked device (col. 4, lines 13-15), and 
a second database for storing at least one image record (col. 4, lines 1 1-13). 
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As per claim 19, Lee teaches image format is selected from a set of image 
formats including binary bitmap and vector-based graphics (col. 5, lines 27-30; 
Cartesian volume is the vector-based graphics of JPEG images). 

As per claim 20, Lee teaches image format is selected from a set of image 
formats including JPEG (col. 4, lines 12). 

As per claims 21-22, Lee teaches the image delivery parameter corresponds to 
POTS (1 14, fig. 1; col. 4, lines 36-38); image presentation parameter corresponds to 
Desktop Workstation (104, fig. 1; col. 4, lines 32-33). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(aj A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Lee in view of Salo et al, 6,563,800 (Salo hereafter). 

As per claims 16-18, Lee discloses determining, based on at least one of an image 
delivery parameter and an image presentation parameter associated with the at least 
one networked device, an image format for the image information and image server 
serving up the image information in the determined image format (see claims 3 and 13 
rejection). Lee does not explicitly disclose using Application Programming Interface 
'API' calls to start these services. However, it is well known and would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use API calls between the application 
program objects and low level interface of the operating system (see Salo disclosure - 
col. 13, lines 30-37). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Satoh et al, 6,1 1 1 ,662; Yager et al, 5,983,236 ; Himmel, 6,167,441 ; 
Kanevsky, 6,300,947 ; Gourdol et al, 6,100,888 ; Ward et al, US Pub 
2001/0010543 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack P Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 
jpn 




